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Hseape from 
Responsibility 


Why do the heathen so furiously rage together, and the 


people imagine a vain thing 


ES, why do the people 
imagine such very vain 
things? 

How is it possible, after his 
strategic blunders in the last war; 
his futile attack on Soviet Russia; 
his sanction of a return to the Gold 
Standard when he was Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; his long series of 
strategic blunders in the present war; 
and his diplomatic error in threaten- 
ing Japan when our hands were al- 
ready more than full in other direc- 
tions—how it is that Mr. Churchill 
ean still be regarded by so many as a 
Heaven-sent and wholly irreplaceable 
leader? 

How can people, just as though 
Lord Ponsonby’s “Falsehood in War- 
time” had never been written, keep 
on swallowing so avidly all the 
atrocity stories about Germans an 
yet forget the atrocities which have 
been attributed on equally good au- 
thority to Russians or Poles? 


Simple Explanation 


The explanation is so simple that 
we pacifists, in part at any rate, may 
perhaps miss it, and, incidentally, 
show less understanding sympathy 
than we should for those whose opin- 
ions are diametrically opposite to 
our own, 

None of us, whether we are pacifists 
or militarists, like admitting that we 
have made fools of ourselves or have 
allowed ourselves to be made fools of 
by others on a more than generous 
scale. es 

Even the least conceited of us like 
to feel on reasonably good terms with 
ourselves and still more do we desire 
to feel that people can respect. our 
judgment. Especially if, by our folly, 
we have brought suffering on the inno- 
cent, it can be desperately hard to 
face the ugly truth and to make the 
appropriate confession. 


Heavy Responsibility 


If pacifists are right about this war 
and “militarists’ are wrong, the 
latter are in a truly terrible position, 
especially if they are in any way con- 
nected with the government of the 
country or with the propaganda 
agencies which have fostered the war. 
spirit. 


It means that all the people who ; 


have been killed in this war ought 
not to have been killed and need not 
have been killed, and that the “mili- 
tarists” are, in a measure, responsible 
for their deaths. It means, also, that 
all the people who have been maimed, 
blinded, or rendered insane by, this 
war, ought not to have been injured 
and need not have been injured, and 
that here also the “militarists” are in 
a measure responsible. Other minor, 
but stil important, considerations, 
such as the loss of imperial possess- 
ions and the destruction of beautiful 
and ancient buildings, can be added to 
the grim total of responsibility. 


What wonder, therefore, that if any 
person or any thing declares, or 
seems to declare, “This war is right!” 
their whole emotional nature, their 
instinctive desire to remain on good 
terms with themselves and to keep 


the respect of their fellows, and their | 


natural wish to escape the calvary of 
self-realization, rise up at once in 
vehement but quite unthinking ap- 
proval! 

It is because the Prime Minister is 
the living embodiment of the spirit 
which declares “This war is right!” 
that men cling to him as a leader, not- 


re 


withstanding his innumerable mis- 
takes. He is the shield which pro- 
tects them from themselves and from 
the appalling mental awakening 
which they dare not risk. 


Atrocities 


German atrocities, real or imagin- 
ary, are another protection, for they, 
too, seem to declare that the war is 
right. Soviet atrocities, on the other 
hand, do not now do so. Hence the 
extraordinary readiness with which 
these are put on one side; forgiven; 
forgotten; or disbelieved. 


It is indeed a fact that for many 
people German atrocities now seem to 
be a kind of last line of defence. 

These people ~are- becoming dis- 
illusioned by the failures and unful- 
filled promises of the politicians .in 
whom they are rapidly losing all 
faith; but they still cling to the idea 
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that the Germans are a race of 
criminals who have got to be de- 
feated before we can have peace. 

To admit that enemy peoples are 
human beings very like ourselves, 
with a very similar mixture of good 
and evil qualities, and differing from 
us, when they differ at all, mainly be- 
cause their recent history and ex- 
periences have been unlike our own, 
would be to have to confess, either 
that one has a share of responsibility 
for a most terrible mistake; or that 
one’s sacrifices and the sacrifices of 
those dear to one have been needless 
and very probably useless. 

Such an admission is, as yet, too 
terrible for most people; without, per- 
haps, being guilty of conscious 
evasion, they dare not face what it 
involves. 


An Appeal 
to YOU 


NOBLE gift of £50 makes 

the fortnight’s total for the 

Fighting Fund a good deal 
More imposing than it would 
otherwise appear. A simple sub- 
traction sum shows that without 
that gift the contributions for 
the fortnight would have been 
unworthy. 

A schoolmaster friend, in send- 
ing his gift, asks me to appeal to 
those readers of his own profession 
who have lately received a retro- 
spective bonus to follow his 
example and allot a portion of it 
to Peace News. Naturally, I am 
all in favour of his suggestion. 

I should like to reinforee it 
with one of my own. If every 
reader who thoroughly approves 
of Peace News will send a gift to 
show his appreciation; and_ if 
every reader who does not approve 
will sefid one to induce the editor 
to change his ways, we shall take 


a great step forward. 
Contributions since July 12: £68 6s. 8d. 
Total to date: £3,655 &s. 9d. 


The Editor 


Please make cheques etc. payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and address them te 
oe Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 

d., N.4: | 


Conditions of Political Crisis 


ON July 22 the leading article of 
The Times, after discussing the 
possibility of a General Election and 
hinting that a political crisis had been 
narrowly averted, contained this 
cryptic sentence. “Those who watch 
are well aware that another adverse 
turn of the wheel would have its in- 
stant if unpredictable consequences 
i here.”, What may be regarded as an 
| explanatory gloss upon this oracle is 
supplied by Mr. A. J. Cummings 
(News Chronicle, July 24). 
I can see nothing short of complete mili- 
tary disaster precipitating a General 
EHlection before the end of the war. In the 
extremely improbable event of a breakdown 
of Russia’s organized resistance to the 
enemy before a Second Front had been 
opened in her aid, the British Government 
as now constituted would disappear in a 
night. Even in that dismal contingency a 
General Election would not be inevitable. 


The extremely improbable event now 
seems a good deal less improbable 
than if was even on July 22. It has 
been suggested that Comrade Beaver- 
brook was preparing for this contin- 


gency. 
Comrade Beaverbrook 


A T any rate, the foregoing gives an 
added interest to a note in the 
Economist (July 25): 

The Government appears to be oddly and 
needlessly on the defensive. There is no 
alternative government and so all criticism 
tends to be resented as solely the work of 
cavilling guerillas. Behind the scenes all 
kinds of comings and goings are reported: 
Lord Beaverbrook it is reported, is offered 
office and refuses: Sir Stafford Cripps ia 
uneasy; there is a sense of frustration 
among several] of the better ministers akin 
to the mood lately felt by the people at 
Jarge. 

If my estimate of Comrade Beaver- 
brook’s political calculations is any- 
where near correct, there is good 
reason why he should refuse office, 
over and above the declared hostility 
of both Mr. Bevin and Sir Stafford 
Cripps to him. The nearer the mili- 
tary collapse of Russia, the more val- 
uabl¢ to be on record, in the minds of 
the witless, as the vociferous but un- 
successful advocate against a luke- 
warm Government of an impossible 


!Second Front. 


‘‘Adverse Turn’’ 


HE “adverse turn of the wheel” 
which The Times foreboded would 
appear to be imminent. The drive of 
von Bock’s armies to the South and 
S-E has proceeded relentlessly, and 
no semblance of a successful counter- 
attack has been delivered by the Rus- 
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sians. “The battles on the lower Don 
will decide whether or not Russia will 
remain a force able to deliver power- 
ful counter-offensives,” says the Dip- 
lomatie Correspondent of The Times 
(July 25 and 27), but he himself seems 


.to assume that the battles will be lost, 


_ Militarily, the question is whether Russia 
is to keep a united front. Heonomically, it 
is whether Russia is to save sufficient food; 
whether she can maintain the Volga-borne 
oil supplies from Baku for the tanks and 
aeroplanes of her central armies and for 
the 500,000 tractors which pull the ploughs 
and harvesters. 


In addition to the loss of the 
Ukraine, which contained roughly a 
quarter of the cultivable land of 
Russia, since the new German offens- 
ive 23% of the cultiyable land has 
been lost or is threatened. Roughly 
one half in all has been lost. Unless 
within the next ten days Timoshenko 
“can turn and smash von Bock’s army 
so completely as to wrest from him 
all the land he has just overrun,” the 
gigantic gamble of his withdrawal 
will have been lost (Mail, July 27). 
The chance of such a counter-offens- 
ive, having regard to the poverty of 
the communications now at Timo- 
shenko’s disposal, seems remote in- 
deed. To this sombre news from Russia 
must be added the fact that Auchin- 
leck’s offensive in Libya has petered 
out. 

Second Front Folly 
JN such a situation it is hard to be- 

lieve that the clamour for a Sec- 
ond Front is serious. If a Second 
Front had been practicable, surely it 
would have been established long ago. 
One suspects the organizers of the re- 
cent demonstration in Trafalgar 
Square of sinister motives, though- 
most of the participants were prob- 
ably merely stupid. From a Govern- 
ment point of view, Mr, Bevin was 


eminently reasonable when he said to 
the miners at Pontypool: 

Dont talk to me about a Second Front, 
but help the Government all you can so 
that there shall be no coal shortage any- 
where. : 

Nevertheless, relatively sane and 
sober MPs are lending themselves to 
this foolhardy propaganda; and the 
newspapers are (like The Times) los- 
ing their heads. The Government 
“must not fall into the cardinal error 


of weighing the pros and cons solely 
on a military basis” (N. Chronicle, 
July 27). The idea of weighing it on 
any other basis (shall we say, in any 
other scales?) is surely fantastic. 


Shipping Facts 


WHat was the motive of the US 

Government in announcing in a 
loud voice on July 21 that the ship- 
ping losses of the United Nations for 
the week July 12-18 were the highest 
since the war began, and that the re- 
cent sinkings “have greatl-- exceeded 
new construction”? And why should 
so vital an announcement have been 
made in Washington and not in Lon- 
don? 

I have no answers to these ques- 
tions. It is conceivable that the rea- 
son for publication in USA was to 
head off the agitation for a Second 
Front, which has been gathering force 
over there. The fact that the an- 
nouncement was not reported at all 
in the Express, which makes a speci- 
ality of Second Front propaganda, 
gives colour to this explanation. (Yet, 
where ail the other newspapers give 
60,000 as the number of demonstrat- 
ors on July 25, the Express gives 
40,000. Why?) 7 


Millennium 


Me. Eden, Sir Stafford Cripps, and 

Sir W. Jowitt have lately made 
speeches which are intended to be 
counterparts of the recent stream of 
utterances from Administration 
speakers in USA. The main theme 
is the same. In the new world order 
to be established by the united and 
victorious nations, all that modern 
industry can produce, working at 
maximum capacity, whether in man- 
ufacture or agriculture, will be dis- 
tributed among the peoples of the 
world. World consumption will be 
equated with world production. The 
iteration of this kind of thing is 
utterly depressing, for none of the 
official voices which herald the com- 
ing of the mass-man’s millennium 
give the faintest suggestion of how 
it is to be achieved. The nearest we 


get to realism is Cripps’s: 

It is nothing less than the subordination 
of private and national mterest to the pub- 
lic and international good. There must be 
a determined change of outlook from that 
of competition to that of co-operation. f 
After proclaiming that production 


for war would be replaced by produc- 
(Continued from page 2) 
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A World Safe 
for Savages 


At last we have some completely 
candid words about the effect of 
total war from Mr. Jan Masaryk, the 
son of the late President Masaryk, 
and Foreign Minister of the Czecho- 
Slovak Government in exile. The 
words, as recorded by the News 
Chronicle (July 18), are these:— 
Diacard cricket and Queensberry rules and 
kill as many Germans as possible, regard- 
less of race, religion, sex, or age. 
am all for bombing open towns even for 


killing women and children to make this 
terrible war shorter. 


When the Spanish Non-Intervention Com- 
mittee discussed whether or not the bombing 
of undefended villages was justified most 
of the Committee rose in horror at the 
thought. But not that vulgar, cheap cham- 
pagne-producer Ribbentrop. He made a 
feeble effort to justify such a proceeding. 


I must make a confession, and this is one 
ef the things which I will never forgive 
Hitler. I Rave come down to Ribbentrop’s 


way of thinking. 

Mr, Masaryk now advocates un- 
limited brutality in war for_pre- 
cisely the same reason as the Nazi- 
militarists have advocated it—“‘in 
order to make this terrible war 


shorter.” 

Mr. Masaryk, it is true, recognizes 
that it is moral degratdation in him- 
self. But he himself (he says) is 
not responsible for that. Hitler ig to 
blame. It is Hitler’s fault that Mr. 
Masaryk has descended to Ribben- 
trop’s way of thinking. 

That is a pitiful doctrine. Mr. 
Masaryk and nobody else is respon- 
sible for what the moral philosophers 
used to eall “the permission of the 
will” to this descent into savagery. 
He may put the blame on Hitler, and 
declare that he will never forgive 
him for it; but the sin is his own.. 


All that he regards as abominable 
in the Nazi creed, all that verily is 
abominable in that creed, he has him- 
self embraced. . In order to make the 
war shorter, he would now deliber- 
ately be as ruthless and inhuman as 
possible. What he imagimes he or 
his country will have achieved if the 
wat were to be shortened by such 
means, he forbears to say. Pre- 
sumably he forbears to think as well. 

There is quite a long way to go 
yet, even with all the unmitigated 
savagery Mr. Masaryk now advocates, 
before the war will be made to cease 
by such methods. At the end of an 
unknown period, the war will end. 
Either the United Nations or the 
Axis will have killed more of the 
enemy’s men. women. and children. 
In the former case the United 
Nations win; in the latter, the Axis. 
There is no reason whatever to sup- 
pose that victory achieved by such 
methods indicates the faintest moral 
superiority: rather the contrary. 
The United Nations savages will 
have triumphed over the Axis 
savages, or the other way about. 
Who knows? Who cares? 


But it seems a little rash, or un- 
balanced, of Mr. Masaryk to advocate 
“the killing of as many Germans as 
possible, regardless of race, religion, 
sex, or age.” After all, at the 
present moment the Germans have it 
in their power to kill every Czech 
man, woman, and child in Bohemia, 
if they wish to do so If Mr. 
Masaryk means what he says, he is 
either inviting the Nazis to exter- 
minate his people, or counting upon 
them to display a much _ higher 
morality than his own. A _ horrible 
position either way. And, if he is 
not serious, the position seems to us, 
if anything, even more horrible. For 
a statesman to use such language, on 
a subject of such vital importance in 
the world today, and yet not to mean 
what he says, is worse than irrespon- 
sible. It is unforgivable. 


Today I ! 
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H. R. L. SHEPPARD, by R. Ellis Rob 


OO bern is the eagerly awaited 
authoritative life of the 
beloved Dick Sheppard.” 
So John Murray announces on 
the dust-cover of Ellis Roberts’s 
book; and to those who knew 
and loved and honour Dick that 
announcement must give not 
only anticipation but anxiety. 


“Are we to see again the man we 
knew?” That is our first question. 
And then: “Are we to understand the 
secret of his genius with its strange 
contrasts of suffering and gaiety, of 
frustration and of achievement?” 
That will be our second question. 

That Mr. Roberts has the insight 
and trained literary skill to produce 
an answer to both our queries is per- 
haps guaranteed by his record and his 
friendship for Dick and the help that 
he has had from others. But that he 
could give an adequate picture of a 
life which he had only seen in its last 
and most tense years is a matter 
much more open to doubt. 


In any case it is difficult to tell the 
whole story when its subject touched 
so many who are still alive. In this 
case it is the harder because his touch, 
involving matters still acutely contro- 
versial, carries with it inevitably a 
judgment of approval or of condem- 
nation. 

Faced with ‘a book that must mean 
so much to all who cared for Dick, 
what is a reviewer to say? 


THE MAN WE LOVED 


This first: Mr, Roberts has shown 
us the man we loved; captured the 
quality of his sympathy and affection, 
explained the scope and source of his 
influence, described his work and 
methods with vivid and satisfying 
artistry. 

He has done so by avoiding the 
two-fold temptation which it is so 
hard for a+ biographer to escape: he 
indulges neither in a_ sentimental 
hero-worship nor in a critical detach- 
ment: either would have been easy, 
and either would have been fatal. 
His picture lives and is authentic. 
This is the man. 

To say this is to recognize how 


CK 


erts, Murray, 15/-. 


great a task must have been involved 
in the portrayal. Dick touched a vast 
number of lives; almost all of them 
claimed him as their friend and would 
have supplied material for his bio- 
graphy. : 

Plainly a vast amount of evidence 
has been gathered, weighed, sifted, 
and arranged. To create out of it a 
rich and coherent story in a manage- 
able compass is a notable achievement. 


CONSTANT TENSION 


Then this. There was, as every- 
one who knew him recognized, a con- 
stant tension in Dick’s character 
which expressed itself in the suffering 
of his physical and spiritual life. Such 
tension was not merely the inevitable 
strain which -every sensitive person 
must feel’ if he tries to deal with 
human need and pain: it was not just 
the inevitable strife of an honest 
mind trying to live Christianity in a 
world heathen and horrible. It was 
a deeper and more acute conflict, 
which was as many of us felt the true 
cause of his constant ill-health and 
break-downs. 

This Mr. Roberts recognizes. In- 
deed, by the perpetual! contrast in his 
pages between the shy, repressed, in- 
troverted Lawrie and the gay, success- 
ful, galvanic Dick, he makes the 
tension the substance of his tale. 

In so doing he seems to me to be 
both right and wrong. The tension 
is there and no doubt the contrast be- 
tween Lawrie and Dick is related to 
it. But it is at least questionable 
whether Mr. Roberts’s interpretation 
is not too ingenious and too shallow. 
The cause of inward conflict was, I 
believe, something far more profound 
and far more deeply Christian than 
Mr. Roberts recognizes. 


DISAPPOINTING 


To explain the reason for this con- 
viction is to state why the book, for 
all its fascination, disappoints me and 
will, I believe, disappoint those who 
knew Dick longest. 

The interpretation is too completely 
dominated by the experience of Dick 
in his last year of life and in the 
moments of collapse of which Mr, 
Roberts was the sole witness. He has 


July 31. 1942 9 


CHARLES E. RAVEN 
reviews the 


‘authoritative life’? 


fashioned his whole story:of Dick in 
the light of that experience of him: 
he has made the whole drama lead up 
to that crisis: he has coloured the pre- 
vious acts in order to bring them into 
harmony with this one event. 


Is it unfair to say that the egotism 
which led him to write Chapter I of 
Book IV—an egotism which is over- 
obtrusive in other parts of the book— 
has gravely misled him in his whole 
interpretation? In disclosing a fact 
which most of his friends will feel 
ought not to have been published 
abroad, Mr. Roberts has not illumin- 
ated, has rather obscured, the true 
drama of Dick’s career, 


If he felt it necessary to make this disclos- 
ure he ought surely to realize that, having 
done soa, fuller explanation wag necessary. To 
interpret it simply in terms of the conflict be- 
tween Lawrie the failure and Dick the success 
is to make the whole story artificial. Dick 
was in fact a much simpler, happier person 
than Mr. Roberts suggests. 


DEEPER CONFLICT 


Rather the conflict in Dick, as many of us 
believe, was the agony which faces a man who 
sees the hitter tragedy of life, respands to 
every call of human pain, yet knows that he 
eannot effectively deal with it unless he can 
find some plain thing to do, and then tests 
remedy after remedy, only to discover their 
futility. He cannot use the easy methods: 
can he pay the price of the most “costing”? 

If, as in Dick’s case, there is the pull of 
wealth and culture and popularity and a great 
position and noble friends, then the effort to 
reconcile these things with the example of 
St. Francis or Jesus creates a breaking-strain. 
He had a Court Chaplain as his father: he 
moved easily in society; he liked to be well 
dressed; and with it all his life was wholly 
and honestly dedicated to the relief of pain, the 
succour of the destitute, the discipleship of 
the crucified. 

Mr. Roberts represents Dick as coming to- 
his Calvary in his last year of life and. 
through a domestic calamity. I am convinced 
that until he found the concrete task-of paci- 
fism he was restless and unsatisfied. In his. 
great campaign for peace he found a resolution 
of his conflicts, an integration, a power and 
a victory such as he had not previously 
known. 

His“life is the record of how a man, sin- 
gularly gifted with companions, haunted by 
desire for a perfect and Franciscan career,. 
found at last his proper work not in the ser- 
vice of social reform, nor in that of institu- 
tional religion, not in palaces nor in cathed- 
tals, but in the crucial issue of our time, the 
issue which he properly isolated, and concen- 
trated wpon, the advocacy of the total repudi- 
ation of war. 

The drama of his life seems to me to be at 
once more significant and more universal than 
Mr. Roberts, misled by his own brief but poig- 
nant acquaintance with it, has supposed. 
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tion of the same intensity for peace, 
Cripps ended his speech with the as- 
surance that the resources of the 
United Nations would enable them to 
maintain an armada of “200,000 
bombers and fighters.” Thus, war- 
production will have to be maintained 
at maximum in order to maintain the 
peace necessary for the peace-produc- 
tion which is to replace war-produc- 
tion. Golly! 


“Important Question’ 


HOSE who listened to Mr. Eden’s speech 
(July 28) will have been struck by the 

way it led up to the final emphasis. After 
giving his contradictory picture of the poat- 
war world, combining, as usual, “tan orderly 
law-abiding international society” with “no 
loss of independence” for any of its members, 
Mr. Eden came to “the most important ques- 
tion that I now see in the sphere of foreign 
relationships.” Even though a _ British 
Foreign Secretary is not ao important as he 
used to be, one pricks one’s ears involuntarily 
at the sound of euch a phrase from his lips. 
The most important question is that of 
“how American soldiers, sailors, and airmen 
will be made happy in our British setting. 
The future of Anglo-American friendship is 
in the hands of the people of this: country, 
and I look forward with confidence to the 
outcome of this great experiment.’ In other 
words, a great American army is to he 
quartered in this country and is to use it as 
its base during the long yedrs of the struggle 
to final ‘‘victory.” It is a great experiment, 
for sure; and, if it is persisted in, it will 
probably prove to have been a mistaken one. 


Will o’ the Wisp? 


R. Gandhi has had a bad presg on account 

of the new resolution of the Congress 
Party. The Liberal and Leftish press seems 
particularly indignant, with a disinterested 
indignation. ‘Mr. Gandhi, saint, mystic, and 
agitator, has invited the people of India to 
commit political and military suicide. ..Con- 
gress seems to. have in mind one of the most 
dramatic acts of political blackmail in world- 
history” -(Economist, July 25). The same 
article contains the statement that “the de- 
termination of all classes of Indians to fight 
the fascists and the Japanese is well known.” 
A good deal is well known nowadays that is 
not fact. That is the object of propaganda. 
In, reality, all classes of Indians are no 
more and no less determined than al]l classes 
of Malayans, or Burmana, to fight the fascists 
and the Japanese. Perhaps two, or at an 


extreme, five per cent of the population of 
India are thus determined. Why does 2 
journal] of such good repute tell such untruths? 
It goes on to say: “The Hindu masses of In- 
dia know only one leader—Mr. Gandhi; and 
Mr. Gandhi is apparently willing to stake 
the entire future of nearly 400 million Indians 
upon the unlikely success of a pacifist and 
quietist movement in which the great majority 
of his followers have no real belief ...The 
people of India know that Mr. Gandhi is call- 
ing them to follow a will o’ the wisp.”’ Then, 
why be afraid that they will follow him? 


Homes for Heroes 


MONG the more extraordinary stories of 
governmental extravagance during the 
war is that of the Royal Ordnance Factories, 
and in particular of the hostels built for 
workers in them at the order of the Ministry 
of Supply. Seventy-seven 
were spent on hostel accommodation for just 
over 40,000 people. That in itself was rather 
expensive: £250 a head. But three quarters 
of the placea in the hostels have never been 
used. No-one had ever troubled to enquire 
whether the workers would agree to live in 
the hostels, or indeed whether the number of 
workers was necessary for the job. So the 
net result is that 10,000 workers have been 
accommodated for eleven million pounds: 
£1,000 a head. 

Interesting in a different way is the Select 
Committee’s scathing criticism of the arma- 
ments factory of which Mr. Kendall (the first 
of the new independent MPs to he elected— 
for Grantham) is Managing Director. One 
wonders whether Mr. Kendall’s plunge into a 
political career had anything to do with the 
exposure. 


Laughter in War 


HE «following story (says the Evening 
Standard, July 25) is making the Navy 
laugh. It made me laugh too. Admittedly, 
it ia ben trovato. But here is the question. 
Is the vogue of such a story evidence of san- 
ity amid insanity, or is it the extremity of in- 
sanity? 

A Focke-Wulf had been circling around a 
convoy most of the day. At last a British 
warship signalled to tha pilot: ‘For 
heaven’a sake go round the other way— 
you're making us giddy!" The Focke-Wulf 
replied: ‘Anything to oblige the English,” 

, and changed direction. 

As she did so an armed merchant cruiser 
let off a six-inch shel] at the Nazi. Where- 
upon the warship inquired politely: “Any- 
where near you?” 

“Miles away, thanks,” replied the air- 
craft, and proceeded to unwind the necks 
of the Navy gunners. 


million, pounds. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


N July: 27 various newspapers were tell- 

ing lurid stories of “Shanghai Hell-Hole”’ 
and the like, which came from various Ameri- 
can press-men who had arrived at Lourenco 
Marques on the Asama Maru. But the dis- 
crepancies between the emphasis of these 
stories were remarkable. On the whole the 
Associated Press correspondent (whose story 
is in The Times, July 27) had little to say 
against the Japanese except in the case of Mr. 
Powell, the editor of the China Weekly Review 
who was imprisoned for 6 months and suffered 
from beri-beri—a deficiency disease—and gan- 
grene of the feet in consequence. 

Up to the time he left Shanghai, late in 
June, the lot of the 2,000 civilians still in 
Japanese hands was not too bad, but “the 
tightening conditions of war’’ were already 
being felt. He implied that this was true 
also of British civilians in China... 

Americans and Canadians who were 
caught by the surrender of Hong Kong 
boarded the Asama Maru suffering from 
malnutrition due to a searecity of food, which 
was genera] and not deliberate on the part 
of the Japanese. Beri-beri, pellagra, boils, 
and dysentery were widespread after 6 
months on an unvarying diet... 

There were no known cases in Japan of 
physical abuse of women or children or of 
the deaths of American prisoners from mal- 
treatment, but a number of British nationals 
had committed suicide in prison... 

A grimmer story is told in a delayed mes- 
sage to The Times (July 28). The names of 
five British persons, including two bank. 
managers at Yokohama, who committed suicide 
are given. Moreover it is said that “all the 
accounts of the Hong Kong evacuees agree 
that after the second demand for surrender, 
the Japanese refused to give any quarter, and 
beheaded and bayoneted their captives.” If 
this were literally true, there would be no 


survivors. 
Be-forecast 


$e DO not think there will be so many 

poor after this war. We have altered all 
that,” says Lotd Wedgwood. On which a 
reader, Roger Page, sends me the following 
comment: 

My noble ldrd, it cheers me much 

To hear that sentiment so fine: 

It has a legendary touch— 

It’s what your father said to mine. 


These postwar forecasts that we hear 
Have in \them a familiar ring: 

The promises of an earlier year 
Resemble them in, everything. 


And yet an untold truth I see 
In what the noble lord has said: 
The poor may less in number be— 
So many of them will be dead. 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


HE basis of the Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 


6°Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


The Area 


Committee 


By RONALD H. SMITH 


((OMMITTEES, more than any other 

/ hodies of people, are liable to 
abuse—in both senses of the word. 
Apart from their value as scape- 
goats, they are notoriously useful 
when there is an issue to be burked 
or a course of action to be avoided. 

They can—and often do—relieve 
the individual member of the personal 
responsibility which it is both his 
privilege and his duty to exercise, 
and thus do develop into an oligarchy 
which, benevolent or otherwise, can- 
not but sap the initiative of the 
members to a point where moral 
anaemia sets in. 

These dangers must be faced by 
the PPU, for it is self-evident that 
our several thousands of members 
cannot all participate directly in_the 
government of the movement. This 
is recognized by the creation of the 
office of Area Representative, the 
functions of which were described in 
this column last week, and by the 
constitution of Awea Committees, 
through which the Representative 
maintains contact with the member- 
ship in his Area. 

COMMITTEE’S FUNCTIONS 


The chief function of the Com- 
mittee will be the same in each area. 
It will receive resolutiong from 
Groups and collate their opinions on 
matters of policy, so that the Repre- 
sentative may take to National Council 
a comprehensive summary of views 
within the area: and it will receive 


from the Representative a report of 


Council’s deliberations, so that its 
decisions may be implemented by 
members with the fullest knowledge 
of all the. issues involved. 

The time of Council is limited and, 
We may presume, valuable. If each 
Area were to submit only one reso- 
lution to, each meeting, it would have 
sixteen subjects to consider, 
from routine business. 


It is, therefore, of the greatest 


importance that all matters which 
come before it should have received 
beforehand the widest discussion and 
consideration and should be pre- 
sented 
coherent form. It is not the least 
important task of the Area Com- 
mittee to ensure this. 
CONSTITUTION 


The constitution of the Committee 
will tend to vary according to local 
conditions. At the very least, all 
regions within the area, should be 
represented on the Committee. 
Wherever possible, it should consist 
of a representative from each Group. 
in addition to those from regions. 

And, in one compact area, it has 
been found possiblp to issue an 
invitation to individual members to 
attend—and many of them accept. 
Here a scheme of pooled fares pre- 
vents the financial burden from 
falling too heavily on outlying Groups 
and members—though it has not 
been found possible to institute a 


system of pooled time! 

Experience has proved the value of Area 
Committees, and it is not too much to say that 
they are a really vital part of our democratic 
organization. If they are to maintain and 
increase their value, and to avoid the dangers 
inherent in the committee system, they must 
have the watchful and sympathetic interest of 
each individual member. 


hopes and fears for 
after the war 


INDUSTRY IN THE 
COUNTRY 


by David B. Williamson 
Price 9d., post free 10d. 


PACIFISM IN ““BETTER 


BRITAIN” 


by J. W. Cowling 
Price 6d., post free 7d. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House, 
Endaleigh Street, London, W..1. 


apart 


in the clearest and most 


The Test of 
- Action 


BOUT the “Pacifist Living and the Land” 
controversy ...there’s a simple pacifist 
premiss. If certain pacifists believe there is 
no higher duty than to take an interest in 
agriculture then that is undoubtedly true, for 
the time being. If others discern alternative 
duties, equal or higher, then that is also true, 
provisionally. Is there in existence, at this 
stage, some absolute external duty of action 
which we can bring to consciousness solely by 
argument? 

My pacifism yields this aforesaid premiss: 
truth is within man, seeking expression in 
action, and can cnly attain ultimate manifest- 
ation by freedom of individual experiment in 
action. However do we prove veracity of 
action except by action itself? Not that 
some unity hasn’t already been achieved, but 
that patience, courage, and application 
through time will show whether total unity ig 
possible or whether it is an il!usion. Nor 
shall we be here to greet that day. 

And, on second thoughts, Mr. Boyd’s and 
all our words are valuable. But don't let us 
expect to get anywhere by this single method. 
Our duty is—revolution for all of us, in our 
own way. But it had better be revolution, 
with tears, sweat, toil, and no blood but our 
own, and it had better shine as much as any- 
thing has ever shone before, or there will be 
few days worth greeting at all. 


PETER DICKENS 
Heathgrove, Buxton. 


I am pleased at the space given to the 
varied expressions of opinion on the land ques~ 
tion. With some 7,000 COs working on the 
land it is natural that the subject arouses a 
good deal of interest. 

My interest is admittedly not impersonal. 
In fact, I have been engaged in forestry work 
for nearly four months. My choice would not 
have brought me here nor would it keep me 
here. Neither would a tribunal decision, but 
—and it is an important point—employers are 
generaliy unwilling to employ men who are 
disobeying the tribunals. Thus works con- 
scription. 


Thank Heaven, we have plain common sense 
in the shape of Mary Whitmere’s letter, with- 
out the sentimentality of “Back to the land.” 
Like J. K. Mason, I am not suggesting that 
ppacifists should standardize themselves to 
flock into one oecupation. We all have our 
own talents; we can, every one of us, throw 
tremendous energy into our own chosen in- 
terests. It might be thought that since I am 
fond of open-air life and an ardent hiker I 
might be admirably suited to my present work. 
The practical test has proved to me that I 
cannot conjure up any semblance of interest 
and my mind goes slowly round with the 
hand of my watch on many a long afternoon. 

If we ever had a mass movement to the 
land, I wonder how our primitivist friends 
would obtain their implements, let alone trans- 
port their products. We must be realist 
enough to see that the works of all men are 
oe in an interlocking and harmonious 
plan. 

I should like to repeat the question: Why 
should Britain feed itself? Self-sufficiency 
of small, proud, artificial regions scattered 
all over our globe would indeed be a sombre 
pattern for the future. If national boundar- 
jes and imaginary labels, which make it right 
for one man to kill his neighbour, have no 
import to the pacifist, why select the nation- 
state as the unit of self-sufficiency? Why not 
Europe? Why not Yorkshire? 


BERNARD BRAMALL 
The Manor, Tintern, Mon. 


Stand for Freedom 


Pacifists are often inclined to complain that 
there is little they can do in time of war. It 
is difficult to propagate one’s faith by public 
speaking, and it is not always easy to express 
one’s point of view in the company of one’s 
fellow workers. But there is one thing we 
ean do and ought to be doing unceasingly. 


Freedom, because of our belief in the in- 
trinsic worth of the individual personality, is 
fundamental to our faith. That which our 
forefathers suffered and died for is gradually 
and surely being filched from ws. Whenever 
we hear of new coercive measures being intro- 
duced and of greater powers being taken by 
the Executive to limit the freedom of action 
and thought of the individual, we ought to 
express our disaptroval in no uncertain man- 
ner. *There are many ways of doing this. 
Qur letters to the press may never receive 
publicity, but we can always communicate 
directly to the Minister or Department con- 
cerned, to our MP, to the BBC and indeed to 
anyone likely to wield influence. 


I am convinced that if every pacifist and 
lover of liberty took this upon himself as a 
solemn responsibility it would have a definite 
effect. It is a duty we owe to the past, to 
the future, and to all our fellow citizens of 


fearslny 
oar. ERIC C. FLINN 


14 Warwick Row, Coventry. 


Pacifist Service _ Units 


Pacifists and others in various parts of the , 
country have come to our aid magnificently 
in agreeing to provide, in the course of this 
summer, a certain number of holidays for 
people with whom we are in contagt who 
cannot afford to pay for a breath of country 
air. But we still need’ more offers. 


Besides those who are entirely dependent on 
the sympathy and-generosity of others, there | 
are a few who are in a position to contribute 
towards the cost of maintaining themselves 
in the country. This, therefore, is a form of 
service which is hardly beyond the reach of 
anyone, provided his home is suitably situated. 

May we take this opportunity of inviting 
readers to give hospitality, for a week or a 
fortnight, or for longer, to an East End child, 
or children, to a mother and child, or an aged 
person? Some of our cases are rather urgent 
and we would be very much helped if friends 
would get into touch with us as soon as they 


possibly can. 
GEOFFREY DARDO 
for PSU Unit E. 


Flat 6, 355 The Highway 
London, E.1. 
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LETTERS TO 
RHE EDITOR 


Registration of 
Youth 


F there is one thing that should unite 
pacifilata other than their pacifism, it 
should be tos condemn action that leads to the 
training of practically the whole of youth for 
war, irrespective of the intention of the Gov- 
ernment. 


It is no more necessary to take a course in 
dietetics to know that prussic acid is in- 
jurious to health than it is to study what 1S 
in the best interest for youth to know that 
action which results in four out of five being 
trained for war is not in their best interests, 
Assurances by the Board of Education do not 
alter the fact of the results obtained, and to 
judge frora their circulars, particularly 1577, 
if these results had not been obtained, then 
no doubt other action would have been taken. 

By good luck or good guidance, a remnant 
thas been saved from this pre-service mael- 
strom. Pacifists are, for the time being, 
keeping this remnant outside the maelstrom 
by running boys’ clubs, and many pacifista 
who are not fitted for this work approve of 
their work; but to say that these, either by 
their work or by their approval, thereby ap- 
prove of Government action that leads to the 
militarization of practically the whole of the 
youth of the country is a line of argument 
that I find difficult to follow. 

HENRY HILDITCH 
The Grange, Wythall, Birmingham. 


May I add my strong support to Geoffrey 
Norman’s letter in Peace News of July 17. 
Surely if ever there’ was a job that pacifists 
should find themselves able to do it is the 
job of training the yoyth of this country to 
become responsible thinking citizens. This is 
one of the great functions of the club move- 
ment. 

The present opportunity for State grants 
should have been made years ago; but when 
the Government does manage to do something 
really constructive for the future of its citi- 
zens, don’t let us turn it down just because it 
happens to be a war government that does 
it. 

Apart from the actual registration, there 
is absolutely no compulsion about the scheme. 
I have been asked to attend at interviews (as 
a representative of a voluntary organization) 
of boys and girls in Sevenoaks and I have 
been very impressed by the way they have been 
conducted. The boy or girl concerned is asked 
in a very friendly manner, what hours they 
work, and how much spare time they have, 
and, where practical, a suggestion is made that 
they should join a youth centre or club. The 
preservice training schemes are not pushed 
in any way and are very often not mentioned 
at all. The decision is left entirely to the boy 
or girl in question, and at the present moment 
there is no following-up of these cases at all. 

It’s about time we pactfists got the bee out 
of our bonnets, that everything the Govern- 
ment does has necessarily an ulterior motive. 
This sort of thinking makes the general pub- 
lic have no time whatever for us. Do let us 
try and train ourselves to look at things in 
as unbiassed a fashion as possible. 

I wish the National Counci] would recon- 
sider their resolution. I think they would 
find in this ease the end does to a large extent 
justify the means. 

(Miss) K. M. IBBOTSON, 
The Oaks Youth Centre, Warden. 
Chariton House, Dartford Rd., Sevenoaks. 


War Measure ? 


During the forthcoming holidays, schools 
are to be opened for children who wish to 
attend. I, has been suggested that there are 
several reasons for this, among them being 
the desire to decrease delinquency and acci- 
dents, but opening schools, for the children 
who wish to attend, will not do this. As far 
ag delinquency, is concerned, I cannot believe 
that keeping a child from temptation is a 
remedy. 

No! I think very few people see in this 
measure any other motive than to strengthen 
the war effort. The general public will be 
satisfied that teachers are being made to toe 
the line and work overtime as factory workers 
are doing; also it will help mothers to remain 
in factories. We are already indirectly help- 
ing the war effort, by having large classes, 
while the men go into the Services. A col- 
league of mine has 60 MD children in one 
class. ~ 

To exist in a state at war we cannot en- 
tirely avoid co-operation with people who are 
supporting war, but in my opinion we, as 
pacifists, should stand out against this new 
“recommendation,” and refuse to do this work 
which some local education authorities are 
evenly sharing out among their staffs. 

DORIS L. WILCOX 
41 Copthall Rd., Birmingham 21. 


5. POPLAR ' BY-ELECTION 


Gordon Bellingham, agent to the 
Rev. Patrick Figgis, prospective 
Christian Socialist candidate in the 
S. Poplar by-election, writes from 
Kingsley Hall, Powis Rd., E.3:— 

UIETLY but steadily the Christian 
Socialist candidate ts putting across his 
message in South Poplar, and again a vote of 
thanks is due to the local newspapers, the 
largest of which not only printed.a lengthy 
report exactly as submitted, but also awarded 
it the principal double-column on the front 
page. 
A letter in the same paper reveals the 


' gtrong indignation felt by the Communist 


Party at the attitude of the Labour Party in 
allowing the Independent candidate to be first 
in the field. The Labour Party has now 
chosen a local member as its candidate, but 
the selection has yet to be approved by Head- 
quarters. 

Meanwhile Mr. Figgia is using the extra 
time to good advantage. Please send your 


{donation in good time to enable him to go 


ahead fearlessly with any plans which may 
be necessary. 

Special hcnours this week go to the poster- 
paraders, who turned up in great number, and 


! on one evening battled nobly with a fierce gale. 


The Split 
Personality 
of the P.P.U. 


S. H. JARVIS sretects 


PPU Area Council meeting which he 
attended as a representative of his 
Region. It was a good and in many 
ways an encouraging meeting, but he 
was aware of “that sense of frustra- 
tion which I have found to character- 
ize so much of the PPU activity as I 
have moved up and down the coun- 


try.” 
* 


The psychologists tell us that 
frustration in the individual derives. 
from a split personality—and it 1s. 
therefore not unreasonable to sup- 
pose that frustration in a movement . 
springs from a similar cleavage. 


Just as the first aim of the 
psychologist in treating such a per- 
sonality is to establish reintegration,. 
so our aim tn the PPU should be to 
achieve, for the health of the move- 
ment, a happier synthesis than is at 

| present evident. 

The cleft exists between two con- 
ceptions of the PPU itself. Some 
would have it a semi-religious body, 
/ founding fellowships; others envisage 
)it as an incipient political party: 
| founding “cells.” Observation leads. 
| me to believe that the former are in 
| the majority. 
| On every sinizgle question that we 
, discussed at the Area Meeting the 
‘split made itself felt. A good ex- 
ample came to hand, however, im the 
, vexed question of an area-organizer: 
, to appoint or not to appoint? 

Now there are many members, 
notably on the “semi-religious” side 
of the movement, to whom the word 
|“organization” is as a red rag to a 
bull: our own local group is among 
them. To such the appointment of 
an area-onganizer means nothing: less 
than the appointment of a political 
commissar, and they are very loth 
to part with their money for such a 
purpose. 

Now if we would like to see better 
area, organization in being, what are 
we to do to reassure these people? 


* * * 

First of all we should make it clear 
that the new organizer ig not just 
another bureaucrat but an incarnate 
expression of pacifist solidarity in 
the area. He should act as a sort of 
pastor, establishing human relation- 
ships throughout his “cure,’ and 
keeping a check on those many 
isolated pacifists who are undergoing? 
hardship and victimization in these 
days. 

My wife and I were much cheered 
by the timely assistance of the PPU 
in our own difficulties, and we snould 
welcome the advent of an organizer 
who, we felt, was looking after such 
cases and bringing them the 
spiritual comfort and material assist- 
ance of the whole area. For any 
such project the money would be 
forthcoming. 

Secondly, and here we come back to 

the wider issue, the function of the 
PPU, as of the area organizer, should 
in wartime be rather human contaet 
than propaganda and statistics. We, 
a scattered ond defiant minority, do 
;feel—and I have numerous testifiers 
to this—a sense of isolation and 
loneliness, and we do need above all 
a fellowship, a sense of the support 
and unity of kindred spirits. 

It will doubtless be objected that 
this view represents a _ selfish 
separatism in a world so obviously in 
need of our ministrations: but to my 
mind, it remains our first and most 
practical duty to realize solidarity 
and vital fellowship within—which 
(to reassure the “politically minded” 
in ‘their turn) would in practice 
prove its own recommendation and 
very strong propaganda without. 


SSS 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peaee 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publishs (Sti 
less does the acceptance of advertiaements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein, or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
should be kept as short as possible—p referadhy 
not more than 600 words. If replies are re- 
quired stamped addressed envelopes must be 
enclosed. 


PEACE NEWS 


July 31, 1942 


NEWS OF C.0.s 


ALTHOUGH no reply has yet been 
received from Mr. Bevin as to 
whether he will receive a deputation 
of officers of the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors on the ques- 
tion of the further prosecution, for 
refusing medical examination, of 
COs who have already been sentenced 
to a term of imprisonment for that 
offence, there is every reason to be- 
ifeve that the matter is receiving the 
careful attention of the Minister. 

In reply to officers of the Central 
Board, both the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and the Archbishop of York 
have expressed their sympathy, and 
Lord Lang of Lambeth has expressed 
concern at the position. 

Between twenty and thirty MPs 
have been approached, and a joint 
letter expressing the hope that “cat 
and mouse” treatment for refusing 
medical examination will be avoided 
has been addressed to Mr. Bevin by 
a number of them. 

At its meeting on July 18, the Cen- 
tral Board passed unanimously the 


following resolution: 

The Board views with concern the dis- 
crepancy between (a) the abhorrence of cat 
and mouse procedure expressed in Parlia- 
ment by Ministers of the Crown and others 
and (b) the practice, just begun, of pro- 
ceeding a second time on similar charges 
againat men claiming to be COs who have 
dlready served sentences of imprisonment 
for refusing medical cxamination: and urges 
constituent bodies and local advisory bur- 
eaux to enter vigorous protests to their 
MPs and otherwise direct local attention to 
this matter and demand effective action to 
stop it. 

No further cases of repeated prose- 
cution have been notified to the Board. 


NEW PROCLAMATION 

On July 23 a roya) proclamation was 
signed extending the ages for military service 
to men who on that date had attained 18 but 
not 46 and women who had attained 20 but not 
81. These are the same age-limits as before, 
but the effect of the proclamation is to 
make liable for service in the Forces those 
who. have attained the lower age since March 
5, the date of the last proclamation. 

Men and women of “proclaimed” ages can 
register provisionally as COs. 

The position of women under the National 
Service Act has been confused and more diffi- 
cult to clarify than that of anyone else 
affected by conscription. A second attempt 
to do so has now been made by the Central 
Board for COs in its revised Broadsheet No. 
12, entitled “Women and Military Service.” 

The position of both women and men in re- 
gard to conscription for war work is also the 
subject of a revised Broadsheet (No. 8), and 
a third in the series which has been revised 
(No. 9) is entitled “Control of Employment.” 
All three are obtainable for 1d. each from the 
CBCO, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 

John Christopher Hewetson, 29, a medical 
practitioner, ‘of Willow Rd., Hampstead, was 
at North London on July 25 sentenced to six 
months imprisonment for refusing to obey 
an order of the court to submit to medical ex- 
amination, 

For the defence, it was stated that Dr. Hew- 
etson had offered all along the line to do vol- 
untary unpaid work in a medical capacity, but 
he held that the principle of compulsion was 
wrong, states the Star. 

Ronald Page, Secretary of the Barnet 
Region, was on July 9 sentenced at the Man- 
gion House to six months’ imprisonment for 
not fulfilling a condition to do ARP, AFS, or 
land work, One of Barnet’s most active 
workers for many years, he is largely respon- 
sible for the development of Peace News sales 
in the Region, which now amount to nearly 
200 per week. P 

At Cheltenham Police Court on Jul. 2, Eric 
Mason, of Cheltenham PPU, was sentenced 
to six months in the second division for 
failing to comply with the conditions of his 
registration, and W. J. Jones, also of Chelten- 
ham PPU, to two months in the second div- 
ision with £60 in fines for (a) failing to make 
adequate fire prevention arrangements on fis 
business premises, (b) failing to notify the 
authorities that these arrangements had been 
made, and (c) faijing to register for ‘fire- 
watching. Mr. Jones, who was a CO m the 
laat war, is Peace News agent for Cheltenham. 
Hig second son, Frank, is carrying on this 
work during his absence. 

TES SLL AT a 


LONDON REGIONAL BOARD FOR C.0.s 
Conference 
C.0.., AND CIVIL DEFENCE 
Friends House, Euston Road, N.W.1. 
August 15th, 2.30 p.m. 

In the Chair} 
Leonard Trayner 
eakers + 

= Joe Brayshaw (C.B.C.O.), ete. 

Admission Free. C.O.s in Civil Defence are 

urgently requested to attend this meeting, tne 

pmrnose of which is to define the special needs 
of C.0.s in Civil Defence, and work out, with 
them, the most effective method of local or- 
ganisation, if such organisation is found to 


be necessary. 


FREEDOM PRESS | 
PUBLICATIONS 


which no reader of Peace News should miss 


New Life to the Land 


by George Woodcock 7d. (post free) 


A.B.C. of Anarchism 


by Alexander Berkman 1s. 3d. (post free) 


War Commentary— 


For Anarchism 
2a. 6d. for 6 months 


(Northern District). 


8d. post free. 


FREEDOM PRESS (P.N.) 27 Belsize Rd., 
London, N.W.6. 


Meetings Urge Food Relief 


NLY three out of a large crowd dissented from the resolution put by 
Dr. Donald Soper urging “the increase of the relief now operating 
in Greece and its extension on similar lines to other famine areas 


in Europe under similar 


international control and supervision” at the 


Trafalgar Square demonstration on Saturday. 


For more than two hours a suc- 
cession of speakers had been patiently 
heard from three sides of the plinth 
of Nelson’s Column, against a back- 
ground of white banners inscribed 

Save the Hungry!” 

In all, some 5,000 people had listened to the 
eleven speakers dealing with various aspects 
of the case for controlled food relief to the 
starving people of occupied Europe, and the 
collection taken—which was divided equally 
between the Greek Red Cross and the Cam- 
paign Fund—realized almost £40. 

More than 200 paraders from North, South, 
and West London arrived at the Square shortly 
before starting-time, and their banners and 
posters decorated the plinth and sprinkled 
the front ranks of the crowd. Stuart Morris 
opened the meeting by explaining its purpose 
and disclaiming any intefition of making 
pacifist propaganda. This was a matter, he 
said, on which the Government. moved as fast 
as public opinion pressed them. The demon- 
stration was part of the effort to create as 
informed public opinion. 


BRITAIN’S RESPONSIBILITY 


Vera Brittain spoke next. Answering the 
“official” argument that the Germans were 
responsible for the food shortage, she said 
“a country which could save people from 
death and yet refrained from doing so bears 
a responsibility hardly less than that of being 
the immediate cause of* famine.” 

The Rev. Patrick Figgis, the prospective 
Christian-Socialist Candidate for S. Poplar, 
appealed to his audience as inheritors of a 
Christian tradition to which the systematic 
starvation of one’s friends was utterly repug- 
nant, and Barbara Duncan Harris reminded 
her hearers that it was their democratic right 
and duty to have wrong policies changed. 

Reginald Sorensen, MP, speaking as “some- 
thing of a Christian and something of a poli- 
tician” said that at both levels the rigid 
policy of blockade was indefensib!e, while 
Sybil Morrison brought home the tragedy of 
starving children in personal terms, and 
pleaded that what would be spontaneously 
done for our own children should also be 
attempted for those of our friends on the 
Continent. 

R. R. Stokes, 
tained at Ipswich’ and 


MP, was unfortunately de- 
after the meetings 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sald in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 8 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

PACIFIST COUPLE require flat or part 
house, Edmonton, Enfield, or Waltham Cross 
Rae Apply Box 397 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 
PACIFIST COUPLE (vegetarians) offer 
holiday or permanent home 1-2 children (own 
child 74), beautiful wooded Berkshire. Own 
He septic reasonable. BM/MOG; London, 
W.C.1. 

SMALL BUNGALOW to Iet (furnished) ; 
suit couple; charming coastal situation; all 
electric. Terms 30/- weekly. Cooper, Tre- 
barwith Strand, Tintagel, N. Cornwall. 


WANTED URGENTLY by young couple 
contemplating marriage, furnished flat or 
house in or around Leamington Spa. W. S. 
Willis, 40 Clarence St., Leamington Spa. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LBARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence leasons 5a. each. (A‘so visit 
lessons Ba. and small classes, 1s. 6d. each.) 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
©.0. wants typewriter urgently, must be 


cheap. Also “Bergan” frame ruc-sack. Box 
401 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


SOMERTON, Somerset. 9 acres land, five 
lJarge poultry houses, garage, stable, hmt 
suitable living quarters, whole to let duration. 
What offers? Box 396 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 

A, 


SOCIALISM AND PARLIAMENT 


By Guy A. Aldred. 
Author's 86 years of the Labour Movement 
complete in two parts. 
PART I.—SOCIALISM OR PARLIAMENT 
17 Chapters and 9 Appendices. Discusses 
the theory and traces the history of Par- 
liamentary Socialism in Britain. Factual. 
Up-to-date. 78 pages. 
PART IIl.—GOVERNMENT BY LABOUR 
A Record of Facts. Study of the 1924 and 
1929 Labour Governments. Details the 
struggle against war and militarism. Also 
“Potted Biography” Labour M.P.s’ 72 pp. 
Each part makes a separate pamphlet, 
printed clearly on good paper. Smal] type 
owing to paper shortage, but easily read- 
able. Price 6d. each, post free 8d. The 
two pamphlets together, post free 1s. 2d. 


SPEECHES IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS 
BY THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 
Vansittart Answered.—22nd May, 1942 
Peace and Reconstruction.—2nd June, 1942 
2d. each, post fret 3d. The two speeches 
sent together, post free 5d. 

WHY BLUNDER ON? 

Duke of Bedford’s Emergency Programme. 
Price 6d. Post free 8d. 


Special Terms for Quantities. 


THE STRICKLAND PRESS 
104-106 George Street, Glasgow, C.1. 
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addressed from the subsidiary West and North 
sides had been closed down the crowd 
gathered at the East side for Donald Soper 
to wind up the meeting. Common-sense, 
humanity, and Christianity, he said, all re- 
volted from a policy which involved conniv- 
ing at the starvation of millions of friendly 
people. 

Controlled food relief had proved possible 
in Greece. It was their duty to see that no- 
thing less than our utmost efforts were used 
to secure its extension wherever it was possi- 
ble. Moving the final resolution, he said: “I 
commend it to you very seriously. A policy 
must be modified, even if it is advanced on 
tactical grounds, if it is—as this is—psycho- 
logically disastrous.” 

A considerable quantity of literature was 
sold in the Square and many useful questions 
answered. 


MANCHESTER MEETING 


The following resolution was 
passed unanimously on July 16 at a 
public meeting in Manchester Friends’ 
Meeting House, under the chairman- 
ship of the Lord Mayor of Man- 
chester. The meeting was organized 
by the Manchester Food Relief Com- 
mittee, which is comprised of repre- 
sentatives of ten organizations. 


Whilst being fully aware of (1) the initial 
responsibility of Germany, and (2) the im- 
mense difficulties of shipping and administra- 
tion, this meeting is convinced that controlled 
food relief schemes are both possible and 
necessary, and should be extended to the vari- 
ous famine-stricken areas of Europe. 


It hetieves that controfled relief, if a2dmin- 
istered by the International Red Cross, would 
help to strengthen the co-operative bond be- 
tween the allied nations. Further, it is of 
the opinion that the weapon of food blockade, 
when applied to its fullest extent, is contrary 
to those humanitarian principles which we 
all hold so dear and may jeopardize the estab- 
lishment of a just and lasting peace. « 

It therefore implores HM Government to 
reveal its further concern in this vital matter 
by taking immediate steps to alleviate the 
famine conditions at least as far as to feed 
the children in the occupied countries. 


Government’s 
Policy 


ANOTHER Commons statement on 
July 21 makes it clear that the 
Government are not contemplating 
“any further measure of controlled 
food relief for Poland and Belgium 
on the general lines of the con- 
cessions made recently to Greece.” 


On the same day, however, Mr. Foot, 
answering another question orally, told T, 
Edmund Harvey that “purchases inside the 


blockade area have been and are still being 
made for the benefit of Allied peoples. Ac- 
cordingly, over the last thirteen months, the 
Belgian Government have made purchases of 
indigenous Portugese foodstuffs, which have 
been sent to Belgium.” 

In a supplementary question Mr. Harvey 
inquired “whether the Government considered 
any suggestion by the International Red Cross 
for feeding these children.” To which Mr. 
Foot voiced the Government “‘conclusion that 
all these schemes must bring benefit, in some 
cases substantial benefit to the enemy.” 


THE SHIPPING NEEDED 


Mr. Antory Gilpin, secretary of the Inter- 
national Commission, speaking with the au- 
thority of the Famine Relief Committee, told 
a Manchester meeting, at which the Lord 
Mayor presided, that “to meet the minimum 
needs of children and adolescents, pregnant 
women, and nursing mothers in Belgium would 
require on'y 1,800 tons of shipping a month” 
(M. Guardian, July 18). 

“Food supplies to Greece will continue to 
be sent by Swedish ships sailing from the 
Baltic and overating under charter to the In- 
ternational Red Cross,” says the Birmingham 
Post, July 18, which mentions that the Sture- 
borg “was sunk some weeks ago.” 

Tt was announced in Washington last Friday 
that the Government of Canada are to ship 
15,000 tons of wheat monthly to Greece as a 
gift for the relief of the starving population. 
Safe conduct for the shipments has been ob- 
tained, states Reuter. 
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LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. _ Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


“CHRISTIANITY CALLING.” Stop Mass 
Bombing: a meeting will be held at Essex 
Hall, Essex Street, Strand, on Aug. 6 at 7 p.m. 
Speakers Prof. H. Staniey Jevons, M.A., B.Sc., 
Miss Minnie Pallister, Rev. A. C. Davies, B.A., 
B.D. The meeting is called in the interests 
of International Law During War and Human- 
ity. 
long-established foundations of civilization and 
Christian culture. 

HOLY CROSS, Cromer St., St. Pancras, 
Sun. July 26. 11 Rev. P. L. D. Chamier; 6.30 
Rey. R. H. Le Messurier. 

MIDLANDS Pacifist Rally, Clent Hills, Sun. 
opening 10.80 at clump trees right 
Hill Tavern. Discussion “War Resistance”; 
Chairman, Ernest Fletcher. Continued 1.30 
near St. Kenelm’s Church; 3.45 Walton Hill. 
Bring own food. 


PERSONAL 


intelligent, sym- 
Box 398 PN, 8 


C.O. requires services of 
pathetic medical practitioner. 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


KIND ADOPTION urgently required baby 
boy, two months. Healthy parentage. Mrs. 
Bird, 30 Ravine Rd., Bournemouth, 

7/6 WEEKLY. Share of comfortable furn- 
ished cottage offered young mother and child; 
Country smallholding. Hooper, 84 Church St., 
Hereford. 

SCHOOL for boy aged nine is sought within 
daily reach Chigwell. Pacifist teachers and 
‘teaching essential. Please send information to 
Mrs. Breeze, Bowls, Chigwell Row, Essex. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
DOMESTICATED PERSON required as 
cook general to live with family. Business 
eouple with two girls, 5 and 7. Exemption 
probable. Mrs. Monk, 84 The Vale, Southgate, 
N.14. Tel: Palmers Green 7386. 


EDUCATED HELP (or housekeeper-com- 
panion) for e!derly couple, North-east coast. 
Cooking and living-in essential. Other help 
available. Box 390 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EXEMPT C.O. Dental mechanic or qualified 
assistant able to do plastics and metal work 
required for busy Northern town practice. 
Write stating age, years of experience, wage 
required ete. Urgent. Box 380 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

ONE OR TWO men required for lorry driv- 
ing on food production work; standard wages; 
Somerset. Box 395 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


Attend the meeting and defend Britain’s | 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


SITUATIONS VACANT (Cont.) 


PACIFIST FARMER requires strong willing 
man, married or single, live in; experienced 
preferred, not essential. Good wages accord- 
ing to experience. Write Metcalfe, Hoskins 
Farm, Wray, Lancaster. - 


WANTED, Christian couple, or woman 
refugee; educated; exempt military service; 
all duties house (and garden if couple). Wo- 
man doctor’s home where two or three patients 
taken. Smal! salary increasing according to 
competence; free time daily; understanding 
employer. Box 402 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WANTED, Cook and Parlourmaid or man, 
small schoo] community of 60, country dia- 
trict, Yorkshire. Educated staff. Man and 
wife or friends. Dunnow Hall, Newton, via 
Clitheroe, Lancs. 

WANTED, man and girl, keen gardeners, 
for smallholding. Accommodation near; stan- 
dard wages. ‘‘Windmill,” Hullbridge, Essex. 

WE REQUIRE services of a lady keenly 
interested in social welfare among young 
people, to organize instructive and pleasant 
recreation for forty girls aged 14/21 in our 
factory. Attendance required afternoons and 
evenings, every facility and help given, good 
pay offered. Works situated in rural area 
80 miles from London. Write stating full 
particulars to Box 394 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
NA. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S Hostel requires experi- 
enced housekeeper or vegetarian cook. Live 
in or out. Particulars to Youth House, 250 
Camden Rd., London N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0. (22), 
wife (23), 


unconditionally exempted, and 
teachers, both Oxford graduate 
linguists, seek work, preferably, but mot 
necessarily, in education. Box 400 PN, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

EXPERIENCED farm worker desires per- 
manent part-time agricultural work; anxious 
to devote free time to voluntary Christian 
pacifist work. Secondary education; lay 
preacher. Box 391 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


HAS ANYONE knowledge of, or can offer, 
situation in London area in connection with 
food production? Knowledge of pulping, jam 
boiling, canning, driving. Box 893 PN, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

TWO Market Gardeners, C.O.s. uncondition- 
ally exempt: require simikar position Cornwall 
or Devon. Box 899 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 

UNCONDITIONALLY EXEMPTED school- 
master seeks new teaching post, September or 
January. First Class B.A. (English, History, 
French), First Class Teaching Certificate, 5 
years’ experience in secondary schools, ex- 
nerienced games coach, excellent testimonials. 
Mallone. 62 Durham Rd., Bromley, Kent. 

YOUNG LADY wants Social Service or 
Tiand Work. Box 892 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 

NERRVSATRE HILLS Food Reform Vap- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday oF 
restful recuperation; sll modrn comforts.— 
&. and K. S. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 
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